
Bolliger & Company (Thailand) Ltd. | Tel. +66 (0) 2 230 6399 | Fax. +66 (0) 2 230 6333

www.bolliger-company.com

Trade Digest
Vol. 3 Issue 12
12 July 2016

New Trademark Act Set to Enter into 
Force

The Thai Government’s Trademark 
Amendment Act B.E. 2559 will come into force on 
July 28, 2016, after the amendments were 
published in the Royal Gazette on April 29, 2016. 
Focusing on trademark registration, the 
amendment sets the stage for Thailand to become 
a member of the Madrid Protocol before the end 
of 2016.

The Act is amended in several key aspects. 
Firstly, there is a change in the definition of “Mark” 
which has now been expanded to include 
“Sounds”. After the act enters into force, sound 
marks will be registrable. Secondly, the act 
eliminates the current requirement of filing one 
application in one class of goods/services at a time, 
and allows the applicants to file multiple-class 
applications that will help simplify the process of 
issuing trademarks. Thirdly, the time frame to file 
counter statements to respond to Office Actions 
and oppositions will be reduced from the previous 
90 days to 60 days, while the deadline for paying 
registration fees will increase from 30 days to 60 
days with a possibility to request a further time 
extension on a case-by-case basis. Finally, the 
requirement of registering association of similar 
marks owned by the same owner will be abolished. 
This means all previous registrations of associated 
marks will be cancelled as if they were not 
registered as associated marks before.

Other minor amendments relate to a 
number of issues, such as the suspension of later 
applications for marks deemed similar or identical 
to previous applications or registrations, the 
renewal of the grace period, the allowance of 
partial assignment, and the prohibition of refilling, 
among others.

It is expected that the changes will be most 
beneficial to businesses which employ non-visual 
trademarks, especially “Sound Marks”, in their 
advertising and marketing. Overall, it is anticipated 
that these amendments to Thailand’s trademark 
act will help simplify the processes, save 
applicants’ time and costs, and harmonize 
Thailand’s trademark procedures and Intellectual 
Property (IP) protection system in line with 
international standards. 

First Series of Implementation of 
Expanded International Technology 
Agreement (ITA)

In the April edition of Trade Digest, we 
reported on how Thailand had made progress on 
the internal process to join the expanded iteration 
of the International Technology Agreement (ITA). 
The ITA was first convened among 50 countries in 
1997 with the aim of liberalizing the international 
trade of Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) related goods and products. In 
line with technological advances, the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) has attempted to expand the 
coverage of this agreement. Having started in 
2012, negotiations were concluded in December of 
last year, and Thailand, as a founding member, has 
agreed upon the terms of the new agreement.

The first series of tariff exemptions, which 
includes 342 types of products, began on the 1st of 
July. Products included in this first set are printers 
and their parts, multifunction printers, printer ink 
cartridges, electronic circuits for ATM machines, 
electrical motor starters, cinema projectors, chip-
type inductors, computer monitors, cinema 
recorders, digital video recorders and several other 
types of electrical appliances.

Page 1



Bolliger & Company (Thailand) Ltd. | Tel. +66 (0) 2 230 6399 | Fax. +66 (0) 2 230 6333

www.bolliger-company.com

Trade Digest
Vol. 3 Issue 12
12 July 2016

ICT producers in Thailand can now fully 
enjoy the benefit of this agreement. Exports of ICT-
related products from Thailand to countries which 
are members of this convention are now tariff-
free, regardless of whether or not they have an 
existing free trade agreement (FTA) with Thailand. 
Currently, six countries in ASEAN are members of 
this convention, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

Page 2



Stay informed with latest development in trade negotiations and 
changes in trade laws/regulations. Get an insight of how the latest news 
will affect your market and regulatory environment from our “Trade 
Digest”. 
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Bolliger & Company (Thailand) 

Bolliger & Company (Thailand) Ltd. is a public policy and strategic 
consulting firm with a focus on research, policy formulation, and 
decision making. Our primary areas of expertise are in the fields of 
international trade and investment, economic and social policy, and 
business strategy.

Our superior technical skill, combined with in-depth knowledge of the 
business environment, enables us to provide fact-based, unbiased, and 
practical advice. Whether you are a private company wishing to 
understand the impact of public policy on your business, or 
a government authority aiming to design appropriate laws and 
regulations, we have the experience and expertise to help you achieve 
tangible goals.

“Clients’ success is our best interest”
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